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Re: Supplement to Request for Modification of Certification tu Perform
Frequency Coordination under Part 90 Rules, 'Wireless Telecommunications
Bu;reau

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to the Commission's request for additional information. AAA hereby

supplements its request of July 7, 2009 for FCC ccrti ficatioll to provi de frequency coordination

in the 700-900 MHz Industrial Business Pool spectrum. In ,iccord with the fo[[owing, AAA is

qualified to provide such services in the competitive marketplace in furtherance of the FCC's

desire to serve applicants by providlng multiple altC11latives ror coordination scrvices. The m-em

specifically addressed herein include representativeness of AAA wjth regard to the users of the

frcquencie:s to be coordimttcd; overall coordination plan: experit'nce that would support AAA's

qualifications [0 provide those coordination services~ teehnicHf ability to flrovidc coordination

serVJces In the rekvant bands: and ni.1tion\l.·idc coordin':llion capability.

As an initial matter, AAA wishes to clari ry rhc spt'cllie pOl1ions of the 700-900 MHz

frequency band for whitll it wishes to perform frequency wordinntion services. In particular.

AAA is seeking Commission authority to coordinJlc applicants that wish to operate in

Industrial/Business C' lIB") poo1in the Pan 90, SUbP':lrl S 806-821/851-866 and 8%-90 1/9J5~940

lvlHz bands. AAA does not seck authority to pC'rform coordination services for Public Safety

Pool applicants.



AA.r1 's Repre.ijentatil'elless ofApplicallt.~

Since 1902, AAA (American Automobile Assocj,uion) has represented emergency road

service providers (induding numerous AAA clubs), with.n focus on enhancing dnvmg safety and

prov;dmg emergency road services. AAA was instrumcmal in persuading the Commission to

create the Automobile Emergency Radio Service frequency allocation. In 1986, when formall y

appointing frequency coordinators for [he various Private Land Mobile Radio Servk;es that had

been crealed over the years, the Commission delermi lled thal AAA represented the category of

emergency road service providers. and appointed AAA as the rrequency coordinator for the

Automobile Emergency Radio Service. I AAA continues to represent thc emergency road service

indusLJ'y to date. und the Commission fOllnd thal the safety aspects of such road service

operations required that AAA maintain exclusive coordination rights oYer the Automobile

Emergency Radio Service channels, even when these channels were consolidated into the

InduslriaJ!Business Pool in 1997.2 In recent yeurs, emergency road service providers have found

it necessary to supplemenllheir spectrum capabilities by establishing systems in lhe 800-900

MHz bands, especially for data communications. To this end, the following AAA-affiliated aulO

c1uhs already hold licenses in the 800-900 MHz bands:

Automobile Club

AAA Atizona, Inc.
AAA Auto Club South
AAA Hawaii, Inc-
AAA Hoosier Motor Cluh
AAA New Mexico LLC
AAA Soulhem New England
AAA Texas LLC
Automobile Club of Southern California
Cdiforni~l Stale Automobile Association

Call Sign(s)

WNSK486
WNZU65I
WPZN838
WNLM827
WPZK314, WPZK31:'i
WNWY420
WPZK316
KNDH578 and J 1 olher cnll signs
KDT583 and 7 other call signs

See Frequency Conrdinmin1] in the Private Land Mobile Radio Services. Report (lnd Order, I'R Docket No.
83-737, 10:'1 FCC 2d 1093 (I9R6) ("Trcquenl'Y Coordin:HilJn Report and Order"). al para. 96. The WirC'les~

Td~c()mmunjc'<Itjon,; HllT(::llJ r~alTirmcJ (hi:; finding in 2UO 1. St',~. United T<~lecf)Jn C'ollllci 1, Order. Dt\ 01-044, J6
l'CC Rc:d 8436, released April 18. 2UOl (PSPWD). 8t para, 12.
2 Repl:h.:emelll of Pan C)() by Parl 8x In Revise the Pri~'ille Land Mobilt: k;ldJO Services alld MoJify Iht;
Policic, (juvcming. Them. S<~c()lId l'ikmoruildwlI Opinioll alld Ortla. PH. Docker No. 92-235, t4 FCC R...d. 8642.
,';651 'it IS \ 199'.» (Su:o/1d MOd, 0 L



Thus, AAA is not only representative of the emergency wad service industry in general,

it is already rcpresr::ntative of several licensees in the vcry bands which it now seeks to

coordinate ~ the 800 and 900 MHz bands. The demand by <:lutl) cJllb.~ nnd other road service

providers for spectrum in these bands is only going to increase us their operations cxpand and

spectrum becomes scarcer.

In anticipation of the 800 MHz freeze being lifted, and the certain overwhelming pent up

demand for this spectrum, AAA has concluded that it is important for the Association to be in a

position to coordinate these bands. AAA would serve not only its affiliated automobile clubs in

coordinating 800-900 MHz spectrum, but any entities eligible in the IndustnaJ Business Pool,

since doing so would increase economies of scale for AAA's Frequency Coordination

Department and flirthcr sustain the engineering resources that AAA h8s applied to Its

coordination effons.

Overall Coordination Plan

AAA will utilize the same overalJ coordination plan that the Commission has already

approved in connection with AAA's coordination offrcqucneies below 512 MHz, with

appropriate adjustments to apply variations in illterkrence protection standards, etc. applicable to

the 800-900 MHz banus. More particularly, based on thc technical proposal, applicant

information ilnd eligi bdity statement provided in an applieati on, AAA will determine 'W hat if all y

frequency to recommend for assignment. AAA will exmnine the potential for ham1ful

interference as an impo11ant part of its evaluation, and would prepare:l contour <lnalysis if

aCfected stations nre detected wilhin the applie:lble separation distances presclihed hy the

Commission's ruks. The contour analysis would be retained by .t\AA for at least six months

afte.r (he application is granted, in case rherc is any after-the-fact inquiry by the Commission or

real world experience dictates modifications to the resulting station. Applicants would be

notified by e-mail (whenavailable)andU.S.M.lilastotheoutcomeoftheirappllcatlonreque.st.

Thc <:lpplication wOllld be submitted to the FCC with a statement from AAA th:lt the

recommended frequency(ies) ilnd proposed locations ,.m' availabk nccording to the rules

established in DA 09-2301, WT Docket 01-55 or superseding rcgLllauons and standards.



Supplemental infonnation provided by the appljulnt to satisfy the requirements or FCC Rule

SectIon 90.607 would accompany the applicution LO the FCC. Other coordini.llors will be notified

through the electronic inter-coordinator notification system eSlablished by mutual ugreement of

ali FCC coordinators, in .,.\·hich AAA and its engineering contractor CRadioSoft) already

participates. Of course, the application filing to the FCC will be pcrromlcd electronically,

through the Commissions Universal Licensing System (ULS) The Commission has previoLisly

found that the use of an existing coordination plan previously approved by the Commission

satisfies lhe "coordination plan" requirement <.l;'}sociated with an application for expanded

authority. See, e.g, United Telecom Council, id. at para. 11.

The expansion of AAA's authorizcd coordination powers will help to keep AAA

Frequency Coordin<ltjol1 relevant to its member clubs and others, and improve the frequency

coordination competivcness for applicant's seeking the 800-900 MHz spectrum. AAA would

not have to turn away applicants seeking spectrum ;n the higher band~, and its coordination

depar1ment would be able to provide all prospective appJicmlls with a more complete evaluation

of potential spectrum solutions for t.heir l'Ommunications needs. Expanded coordination powers

would also help increase the volLlme of coordinations performed by AAA, which will help to

preserve the viability of its coordination department, to the beneI'll of its membersc

AAA will treat each applicant 1Jl a completely impartial fashion, and has instructed its

engineering contnctor to do the same. AAA' s resources should not be allowed to go unused in

the Commission's erforts to bolster the competitive environment for frequency coordination

SCIVlces.

AAA Experience as a Frequency Coordinator

AAA's expenence in providing frequency conrdin<ltion services is a known clement.

AAA has been coordinating land mobile applications for over twenty-three (23) years, and has

not been the subJect of significant complaints, or an inquiry by the Commission for Ilnproper or

incorreci coordinallOn practices. lis ability, skills. techniques JnJ delivery of such services haw:

been reviewed by lhe Commission in the past anJ have alw8ys been found to be of the highest



caliber. The Commission has appropriarely fOllnd that "an entity that successfully addresses the

complex engineering questions presented by many belolV-512 MHz frequenc)' coordinations can

be expected to corrcetly apply the express mileage separallon requirements set forth in the

Commission's 800 MH7: and 900 MHz ruIeS.,,3

AAA has a standing retainer arrangement with the law firm of Blooston, Mordkofsky.

Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast. LLP and Hogan and I-lanson, LLP of Washington, DC to provide

legal advice and make appropriate FCC tllings on specific frequency coordination issues that

may arise in connection with AAA's handling of land mobile applications, More recently. AAA

has retained RadioSoft to provide technical/engineering services in connection with AAA's

coordinations. As discussed fUither below, RadioSoft, Inc. CRadioSoft") has vast expel;ence

with land mobile applications, and has developed coordinationlinterference analysis software

utilized by many other Commission-appointed frequency coortlinators, along with other industry

consultants. With the added benefits m;sing from the malTiage of AAA's expel;enee and that of

RadioSoft, the Commission would be hard pressed to find a more experienced provider of

frequency coordination services, with a weahh of expertise to research, evaluate and recommend

spectlUm as~ignments. Accordingly, there can he no hesitution on this point.

Ln addition, AAA has been a charter member of the Land Mobile Communications

Council (LMCC), the industry organization that has worked with the Commission for years to

assist with the development and ,ml'lementalion of Part 90 coordination, liceosing and

interference protection policies. AAA has been clirectly involved with such efforts by LMCc:.

and has thereby cleveloped good working relationships with all of the other Commission

appointed coordinators (who are also members of UvlCCI. AI\A's involvement with applicants,

the LMCC. and other related organizations and groups has well prepared it to take this nc~t slep

tovv'ard the provision of even greater levels of serVIce, to provide a compclilivc, quality

coordination service to serve the applicanls th~t are interested in the newest teChnologies [0 serve

tile public on the subject radio channels.

See United Tekcolll COUIl;':ll, id ~( para. II. International A:-:soci~l(ion of Fire Chiefs. and Intcrn(lrir1naJ
MlJnicipal Sign;}l A;;sncialillfl. Order. DAOI-I77S. 16 FCC Red I"":HO. rdc;1.'.eJJuly 25. 2001 (PSPWJ))



AAA Tech1Jical Expertise

AAA has staff with thc Icchnlcal expertise to conduct frequency coordinarions. As

described above. AAA has also retained the servicc:s of one of the Nation's leading radio

frequency cngineering firms, RadioSofL to assist \vith the perfOlmallce of the required cuntour

analysis for site-based loading, HAAT. ERP and determination of the maximum number of

frequencies permitted by a licensee in a geographic area, sitt or license. In 2000, AAA

established an ongoing relationship with RadioSoft, Lo perform frequency coordination research,

assist with electronic filing and othelwise providc radio frequency (RF) engineering experlis~.

RadioSoft has been in business since 1981, and today provides licensi ng assistance, applintlion

management and engineering expertise worldwide. In 2005, RadioSoft began assisting with

frequency coordination tasks for AASHTO; and in 2008. AI\A expanded its relationship with

RadioSoft to mOfr~ fully integrate the RadioSoft capabtlilies into the routine application

processing functions of AAA Frequency Coordinalion. AAA has ex.perienced no issues or any

kind in working with RadioSoft. In fact, AAA Frequency Coordination's capabilities have been

significantly enhnnced with the addition of the well-trained ~taff or RadioSoft.

RadioSoft is capable of performing all nece~sary research and engineering analyses for

800-900 MHz Tndustrial Business Pool spectrum, as it has been doing for AASHTO in both the

Public Safely and. TndustriallBusiness Pools for years. Its engineering software is in use hy

AAA. UTe, I\1RFAC, PCIA and FIT among others, all of which pcrfonn coordination in [he 800

·900 MHz bands. lts ComStudy® product is extensively used by the FCC-designated 800 MHz

Transition AdmiTlistrator and its suhcontractors. and its RadioCompass® is now curable of

testing for footprint analysis and vacated spectrum as well a::: DHAAT sLudies according to FCC

Rulc Seclion 90.621(b). As both data provider and ,\ASHTO client, RadioSoft was a leader in

the agreement between Vacated Spectrum coordinators. RadioSoft personnel and AAA's

frequency Coordinator Department have more than se\'cnty.cight (78) years combined

expcdencc in frequency coordination. R'ldioSort employs full-time paid professionals for its

coordination servic:es from which it expects and receives (he highest quality of customer service.

C[AI·CitMSA Order'") al P',,(l. 17,



RadioSoft is contractually obligated to AAA to perform frequency coordination services

in less than seven days on a first come, first serve basis. Coordination fees are established by

AAA. RadioSoft maintains telephone, fax, e-mail and Web based access to AAA Frequency

Coordination as well as a direct line 10 AAA's Frc1luency Coordinator. AAA Frequency

Coordination is available worldwide via the Internet.

AAA's technical expenise is based on its continued reliance upon expelieneed

individuals and the highest quality coordination software and engineeIing available. AAA

continues to take responsibility for all frequency coordination activities associated with AAA

Frequency Coordination and will be directly obligated to the Commission for all standards that

the Commission deems appropriate in the performance of frequency coordination duties. AAA

will originate all relevant policies, reporting methods, consumer contact, etc. that are the

necessary duties to serve the inltrest, of applicants. Therefore, frequency coordination is backed

by the substantial resources of AAA and is concurrently supPOlted by the experience and

advanced technical ability of RadioSofl.

Nationwide Coordination Capability

AAA currently has a naliona] coordination capability in connection with its handling of

applications below 512 MHz, and in fact has coordinated applications for land mobile stations m

virtually every state. In this regard, the Commission has stated: "We note that all of the certified

below-512 MHz frequency coordinators cun-ently have nationwide coordination capabililies.

We expect these entities to retain their nationwide capability rorcontinued usc in coordinating

frequencies below .'i /2 MHz, and for use in coordinating 800 MHz and 900 MHz PLMR

frequencies if they choosc to seck ceniflcation for these latter frequencies." See United Telecol11

Council Order. lei at para. 13: see also lAPC/1MSA Order. Id at para 17. The Commission Can

take official notice, based on applications filed by AAA as a coordinator over the past several

years, that AAA has indeed maintained Its nationwide capability.

Concll/sion



The Commission has found [hat the introduction uf alrernative frequency coordinators for

a given band will introduce competitive mmket rorces that will result in lower coordination costs

and berrer service to the public; and that these same forces will reduce the time il takes to ob1flin

frequency coordination, thereby permitting users to commence [hcir communications operalJons

more rapidly. See United Telecom Council Order. id at para. 6; see also IAFCIJMSA Order. id

at para. 5. As shown'above, AAA is a willing and qualified partner to thc Commission [0

provide the proposed frequency coordination services. Its unique po~ition fosters Objectivity and

fairncss that is necessary for effective frequency coordination. It has sought out and contracted

with one of the best, if not the best, providers of frequency coordination support services and

engineering expertise in RadioSoft. AAA is ready to coordinate SOO-900 MHz spectrum,

thereby fUJ1hering the competitive benefits discussed above.

Thercfore, for the above reasons and for good cause shown, AAA requests that its

proposed expanded frequency coordination services be cCt1ified by the Wireless

Telecommunications Bureau pursuant to its delegated authority. See Uniled Telecom Council

Order. id at para. 7. If the Commission has any questiuns regarding the foregoing or requires

additional infonnation in support of this request, please cont,lct Gary Ruark, Manager-Fleet

Communications. AAA, Mailspacc 15, 1000 AAA Drive, Heatbrow, FL 32746-5063.

Respectfully

Marshall L.Don~~
Vice President, AAA Automotive
AAA
Mailspace 15
LOOO AAA Drive
Heathrow, FL 32746-5063

cc (via email): James Schlichting. Senior Deputy Chief, Wireles:i Telecommunications Bureau
Scot Slone, Deputy Chief, Mobility Division


